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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to focus on the activities of Fusako Shida, a Ryukyuan dancer who
was the first person certified as an Important Intangible Cultural Property holder, during her period
of residence in Hawaii (1955-1956) and to clarify the actual situation based on newspaper articles,
performance programs, official documents, and interviews with Fusako. for her activities as a “cultural
envoy” that connects Hawaii and Okinawa. Through the study, I elucidate some aspects of Fusako’'s
personal history that are still unknown as well as positioning her activities in the history of Okinawan
dance. Fusako's activities in Hawaii marked the beginning of the full-fledged introduction of Ryukyu
dance overseas after the war.

Fusako contributed to strengthening the relationship between Hawaiian music world and Okinawan
music world, nurturing local Ryukyuan dancers and widely disseminating the artistry of Ryukyuan
dance.

She also played a symbolic and social role to introduce postwar “Okinawa’s revitalization” to
Hawaii's Okinawan immigrant community under the movement of “Return to Japan Movement” and
“Cultural Revival Movement” backed by Ryukyu government, Okinawan music world, and newspapers.
Through the activities, Fusako herself gained a sense of mission to convey Okinawan culture, not as an
individual, but as a representative of Okinawa, and this mission became the guiding principle for her
subsequent life as a dancer.
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