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Abstract

In this paper, I will redefine the aspect of dance education to bring out children’s expression from
a historical context. In particular, taking Chiyoe Matsumoto's (1920-2022) view of dance as a clue, we
compare the theoretical background of dance in “games” and in the 1947 “Outline of School Physical
Education Guidance.” Matsumoto was a member of the committee that drafted the 1947 “School
Physical Education Guidance Manual” and positioned dance education, which had previously been
included in singing-dancing, as a new category of dance. She criticized “games” as teaching pre-existing
works and insisted on dance education that emphasized creation. The question that emerges here is
what elements Matsumoto considered necessary for dance education, which emphasized creation in the
1947 “Outline of School Physical Education Guidance.” This paper will shed light on the background
of Matsumoto’s view of dance, in which he tried to draw out children’s expressions by giving them

images and themes of movement while avoiding imitations of existing works.
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