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Abstract

This paper focuses on the art and reputation of Alexander Sakharoff (1886-1963), a dancer who can
be considered a second-generation artist of the modern dance movement of the 20th century. Sakharoff
attracted much attention not only in Europe but also in Japan, where modern dance was in its infancy
and where toured twice during the 1930s. Through tracing the characteristics and reputation of
Sakharoff's dance from his own descriptions and the European and Japanese criticisms of the time, this
paper discusses how Sakharoff was viewed and debated in terms of modernity in his time.

Sakharoff's reputation changed a lot over the course of half a century, from being considered a leader
of the times to representing stagnation and finally to being a relic of the past. This study considers the
criticisms of Sakharoff throughout his career as an indication of the changing concept of modernity in
dance rather than the changing in his dance. Sakharoff's aesthetic tendencies did not assimilate into the
late-emerging rationalist modernity, like Harald Kreutzberg's, but rather reinforced their differences.
The paper concludes by arguing that Sakharoff can be understood as defining decadence, an aspect of
modernity, in dance history.
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