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Abstract

British figure skater John Curry (1949-1994) was a driving force behind the fusion of figure
skating and ballet in the 1970s and 1980s. He won the men’s figure skating gold medal in the 1972
Winter Olympics in Innsbruck. In addition to ice skating, he was engaged in ballet since his youth, and
appeared on stage as a dancer. Curry collaborated with many dance choreographers, leveraging his
strengths as a dual-medium performer who advanced both the disciplines of figure skating and ballet.
The purpose of this paper is to systematically organize the collaborative achievements as they are still
ambiguous and describe then as a history of cultural interaction between figure skating and dance.

Extensive archival research revealed that Curry collaborated with 15 choreographers on 24
figure skating performances between 1976 and 1984. These works were divided into the following
groups according to their contents: (1) works created based on the style of classical ballet, (2) works
that reflect the artistry of the choreographers, (3) adaptations of existing dance works, and (4)
comparative experimental works that contain the same movements on the floor and on the ice. In
addition, examining the creative processes and intentions of Curry and the choreographers in detail
reveals that their collaborations aimed to expand the forms of classical ballet and postmodern dance, in
addition to figure skating. Consequently, their collaborations can be evaluated as epoch-making efforts
that connect the history of figure skating with the history of dance.
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