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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the creation process of the classic Ryukyuan dance
“Yotsudake” frequently played domestically and internationally at present. The name of the dance
is derived from the materials in hands. For this purpose, materials about repertoires relating to
“Yotsudake” produced by the Ryukyu Kingdom during the early-modern times were collected to
analyze the components of the acts.

As a result, acts relating to “Yotsudake” produced by the modern Ryukyu Kingdom were largely
categorized into two. One category is about Chinese envoys, and the other is about officials in Edo
and Satsuma in Japan or the royal family in Ryukyu. The former was produced mainly to strengthen
the tributary system of China and disappeared at the end of the tributary system in China and the
Ryukyu Kingdom. The latter mainly expressed the joy to entertain the distinguished guests with the
feudal system in the background, and a variety of lyrics and music combinations were recognized.
Fixed connection including all factors that comprise the current “Yotsudake” was not confirmed in
these acts. However, factors other than flower hats and costumes (Bingata) - the materials (Yotsudake),
lyrics, music, dressing (Tsubori), and genre of Women's Dance (Onna odori) - seem to have appeared
individually and have been created and integrated over time from the early 19th Century toward the
late 19th Century.
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