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This study discusses why August Bournonville choreographed patriotic ballet works. While he
choreographed patriotic works all through his life, he made them for different purposes across the
ages. Until 1848, his purpose is to raise the position of Royal Danish Ballet at the Royal Theatre. After
that his purpose changed into maintaining his position. He choreographed patriotic works more than
ever, to secure enough revenue for the company, and to demonstrate his loyalty to the flag. Through
the 19th century, artists in all areas were requested to contribute to patriotic education in Denmark.
Therefore Bournonville’s patriotic works have a close relation to Danish nationalism in the 19" century.
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