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This study explores Shinkichi Tamaki's (1885-1970) progress towards social dance through analyzing
his autobiography and other sources, focusing on his activities with the Asakusa Opera.

Tamaki initially made postcards for the Asakusa Opera, and later served as translator, prompter,
and also chorus boy. During this time Tomoharu Nishimoto composed a music and dance drama for
the Opera, and Baku Ishii and Masao Takada, who were pioneers of modern dance in Japan, released
many pieces of New Dance. Tamaki realized his limitations compared to their works, but when he saw
Nishimoto dance the foxtrot for the first time, he thought he had a possibility with this social dance,
which was different from the New Dance of Ishii and Takada.

An operetta which Tamaki translated for the Asakusa Opera continued to be performed even after
Tamaki left. It was the first translation of Tamaki's to be made public, and showed him how written
texts can take a life of their own. Later, Tamaki established a method of learning social dance oneself,
through the use of published texts rather than face-to-face from a teacher. His many writings and
translations contributed to the popularization of social dance, and the prehistory of this can be found in

his time with the Asakusa Opera.
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