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Abstract

Belly dance as a dance form was imported to Japan from the United States in the 1970s. However,
in the early acceptance of Wild’'s Salome in Japan, the similarity between Salome’s dance and Belly
dance has already been pointed out. Therefore the purpose of the paper is to shed light on the
historical origin of belly dance from the perspective of Salome’s dance.

Based on Linda Hutcheon's (2006) A Theory of Adaptation, The scope of adaptation in this paper
includes not only the comparison about different versions of the dance of the Seven Veils danced by
Salome, but also the process of the creation and reception of the dance of the Seven Veils. Using this
view of adaptation, this paper explores the historical connection between belly dance and the dance of
the Seven Veils. Specifically, by considering the transformation of the images of the dance of the Seven
Veils seen in Salome’s stage works such as the play Salome (1913), the Magic Drama Salome (1915), the
Salome Dance performed in Asakusa Opera (1916), it will clarify that the reception of belly dance found
in modern Japan was already presented in the Taisho era.

In conclusion, the images of the dance of the Seven Veils included the costume composed the torso
revealing skirt and sequin beaded brassiere, the tendency to emphasize curves, belly movements and
snake arms. These elements are also acknowledged as characteristics of belly dance. It means that
the historical origin of the reception of belly dance in modern Japan can be traced back to as early as

Taisho Era.
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