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Abstract

It has long been known that Mary Wigman, the leading dancer of German expressionist dance,
was influenced by Nok masks when designing her dance masks. Studies also show that Japanese
dancers in Europe from the early 1900s to the 1930s often took up Japanese subjects. But compared to
other art forms such as painting or theatre, the influence of Japanese culture on German expressionist

dance still remains unclear.

To show the examples of Japonisme in expressionist dance, this paper focuses on Wigman's Nok
reception as well as the Japanese-style mask dances by Wy Magito—a student of Wigman's—who has
rarely been spoken of. Considering Wigman's mask theory, I would like to show that the Nok mask
played a crucial role on its development and that she recognized its so-called “intermediate expression.”
From an analysis of Wy Magito's dances, I intend to make clear that Japonisme in the expressionist
dance had various resources such as academic studies, travel reports, photographs, and films. I would
also like to show that the reception of Nok in European modernism—which has been spoken about
mainly relating male artists—can be discussed from a broader perspective with regard to female

artists.
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Emil Nolde “Masken und Georginen”, 1919.

Olfarben auf Leinwand.
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Charlotte Rudolph, “Wigman (Masks)” n. d.

© VG BILD-KUNST, Bonn & JASPAR, Tokyo, 2020 E3814.
Akademie der Kiinste, Berlin, Mary-Wigman-Archiv.
Signatur: Wigman_1088_83_73_0123.

Signatur: Wigman_1088_83_73_0124.
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MASKEN-TANZ- PANTOMIMEN

nachempfunden den

JAPANISCHEN NO-SPIELEN

REGIE: WY MAGITO
MUSIKALISCHE LEITUNG: DODO BROWN
TANZERINNEN: DODO BROWN, LISSI DUSSEL,
TAMARA GRELL, WY MAGITO

Kostme: ELIS GRIEBEL
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Deutsches Tanzarchiv Koln. Pressematerial (47031),
Programmzettel «Masken-Tanz-Pantomimen», Tanz
u.a. und Regie: Wy Magito, Dresden, 5. Mai 1926,
Vorder- und Rickseite, Pressematerial aus dem

Bestand Nr. 155, Sammlung Gebauer.
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155, Sammlung Gebauer.

[PEBEL] 454375 20204F



Beli L Wb lbRTWBEY, HEEDT
W7o TV B DI AP & WL TH S,

COKEIE, ZOO/NBBE L ER S SRR S
TWbo OO [Weo728] 13, Z Aotk
ORI Y FIC X 2 8ECT, HAEEZKAT [Ho7:
Bl (4==5-7L)) 2500 [[ERE] ()
VeFaven) E— Ao ] (T4 - =<F )
OO EZAATHLL LWV A
THHH, 7FBHMITH5 %0,

“FHo [ evvyuo-yrguow] id H
AEWO WA WM LTw5, Tur s A
WCEIRI S w2 Mk, 19144 3 ARIZEH L
TNy TN MY OWBISYE - RO — )L -
N—=r=rOliftiiid [FEREOWHE]) o727 A+
POOPKTH L, NMINESIZHHEEL2 72
EEZONLIN=< ", kAP OMIZH
ROPHEZHEE L THAOER % & < G- L Tw
50%%&Ff¢ﬂjkw5%A%ﬁt;5ﬁ%

WO [HANE] of#E&s T, EazizA
%u,ﬁﬂ%wﬁ%%%o<bﬁu,k®ﬁf%

L#EAND L, ALOBE 2D, HFeik L,

F RO ELIIRE S,

I LTIORE T AT 5 L TIE, HEEE
L5 e, ARIIWEMICRE S D o0, LHITO [§
Bl LT BHEXEMEDL -0, AR, TH
LORE] $hbbHCOSHLEIMEE)Z LI
BBl ANVER STV,

[T CICARBRENTE & IHD 5, HOTH
HHEHCELT, B LZABMELT B o
S, L ORNERET, EPRICED THEZIMLT
B O3 R F oL DELI LD S, Ly
LINFTLELD, HEELTELNLD,
PR ENBZWEEDIEZES . IMFESOREE
Do LAY v E B - HOBEEIE OIS & FT
Bk, MUOBANINEE - THRORIZHa2
N

NP3 L, BANEFEAIBOR > 728w AD
NEREMGERFED, LI EHOmEES L, VWE
O [FaT7urE¥ar<)F ] OfMFEOHEM
FIZT IRz & 9 724 o Ko Rl
i, THAR] oaIs s vilgliz®izy, »
BOWEN LR % Z T b N=T DT A
PO, FNEBELY s - wF boOHEED,[H
.l I3, TARL THRH] &wvwof, 3—uv
NI L > T, NBELRAOKAZ, H

TEOBEELELZTWL X H)IZ-bIS,
=T NRZOEME, E-T-A- K73V
R, TNH—-TF -
Z OHER F BEMAN TV BP, 7z,
ST A WA D B X, FEARWIZ

LA fE A 7
(BEt] 7%

[PEHREL) #5437 20204F

A= L TWDH D,

_44_

X6 (B e40-
Deutsches Tanzarchiv Koéln. Scrapbook VII, S. 188,

yrdov] oFR

Ausschnitt: Wy Magito als “Hidaro Jingoro, Der
Holzschnitzer”, mit Lissi Diissel als Puppe; Foto
Genthe, Leipzig, Abbildung aus Papier; Pressematerial
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