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In November 17, 1963, at Tokyo Bunka Kaikan, The Tchaikovsky Memorial Tokyo Ballet
School performed “Swan Lake” for the first time in Japan (Composed by Tchaikovsky; Directed and
choreographed by I. Smirnov and M. Smirnova [based on A. Golsky’s version]). This performance is
considered to be the earliest complete performance of “Swan Lake” directly directed by a Soviet’s
choreographer in Japan’s ballet history.

In this article, we looked into the performances of “Swan Lake” performed in the Soviet Union
during 1950s and ‘60s in the first chapter, and tried to elucidate in what kind of circumstances Smirnov
chose his directions of performance. In Chapter 2, we examined the affinity between the styles of A.
Golsky's version and Smirnov’s direction. As a result, we found out that Smirnov’s direction was in
conformity with Golsky’s intentions of performance.

The study revealed that Smirnov’s “Swan Lake” excelled others in terms of harmony of the entire
performance in the Soviet’s history of “Swan Lake” performances.
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