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In 2001, the National Ballet of China premiered the Chinese ballet “Raise the Red Lantern” in Beijing.
A consideration of the various Chinese ballets produced in recent years reveal that this ballet had a
great influence on subsequent works. The creative principle underlying “Raise the Red Lantern” is the
fusion of Chinese traditional cultural elements and classical ballet, which is the fundamental concept
of contemporary Chinese ballet. This paper analyzes the choreography and role characterization in
“Raise the Red Lantern” in order to demonstrate precisely how it combined Chinese traditional cultural

elements with classical ballet and to reevaluate the significance of this creative fusion.
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